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English medical men as occurred twenty-eight years
later.

Prince Frederick William Victor Albert thus started
life with a grave physical disability, and far graver perhaps
were the psychical consequences of his tortured entry.
Knowing as we do now that the earliest, even the pre-
natal, impressions which a child's mind subconsciously
receives are often, though lost to memory, indelibly
stamped there and, with maturing years, are among the
most powerful of formative influences, it may well be
that those first days of William's life and even the physical
maiming at his actual birth bit deep into the soft wax
that hardens into character and temperament. Torturing
and empirical applications of electricity were subsequently
tried, but found to be in vain, and Nature was left to
perform such spontaneous healing as she could. In
other respects the child throve well, and six weeks later
the Prince Consort recommended his daughter to try
the bracing effects of sea-air and washing in cold water.
She wrote to her mother that the baby was exceedingly
lively and required to be constantly danced about.

A political crisis prevented the Queen from going to
Berlin for William's christening: * Never,' she wrote to
her Uncle Leopold, ' have I felt so bitterly disappointed
about anything as about this. ... It is a stupid law in
Prussia, I must say, to be so particular about having the
child christened so soon.'1 But Prussia would not
revise the rubrics of her Church at a moment's notice,
and the Queen did not see her grandson till she and the
Prince Consort went on a visit to Coburg in September
1860, when William was twenty months old and already

1 Letters /, iii. p. 324.